MSD improves
the quality of our

waterways in collaboration
with the community by designing,
building, and maintaining critical
systems to keep pollution out of
our streams.
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Louisville MSD protects
our community’s health
by providing clean
waterways through
wastewater treatment,
stormwater management,
and flood protection.

What is a CSO?

Combined sewer overflows (CSOs) can
occur when it rains, and sewer pipes that
carry both stormwater and wastewater
fill up and overflow into streams and the
river. Several outlets for these overflows
are visible along Beargrass Creek. MSD's
underground storage basins and tunnel
significantly reduce these overflows.

Be safe and wash your
hands after encountering
water near a CSO.

Water Quality Testing

Every 15 minutes MSD collects data on stream flow,
temperature, conductivity, oxygen levels, and other
water quality measures from 27 locations throughout
our community, including the 67 square-mile
Beargrass Creek watershed. MSD tracks stream
health by monitoring fish, bugs, algae, and other
parameters, with more than 3 million data points
collected and analyzed each year. Findings are
published in the State of the Streams Report:

LouisvilleMSD.org/WaterQuality
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How does MSD manage
Ohio River flooding?

MSD maintains Louisville Metro's Ohio River
Flood Protection System, protecting more
than 200,000 people, 87,000 homes,

and $24 billion in property throughout

110 square miles of Louisville Metro. This
includes 29 miles of floodwall and earthen
levee, 16 flood pumping stations, nearly
150 floodgates, and 80 floodwall closures.

How does stormwater
affect the streams?

Stormwater washes quickly off most
impermeable surfaces like parking lots and
streets, carrying bacteria and chemicals into
streams. Green infrastructure like rain barrels
and rain gardens, permeable pavers, trees,
and streambank plantings can help to filter
this stormwater runoff.
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Simple things like waiting to shower or
do your laundry until after a rainstorm
can ease the strain on sewer systems
and help keep pollution out of streams.
You can volunteer for creek cleanups
hosted by MSD, the Kentucky Waterways
Alliance and others, and help plant trees.
Be sure to clean up after your dog and
consider using fewer chemicals on your
lawn. Most importantly, enjoy your time
around Beargrass Creek and share what
you’ve learned with others.

Resources

Kentucky Watershed Watch
SRWW.org

Louisville Community Boathouse
louisvilleky.gov/government/parks/
louisville-community-boathouse

For CSO overflow alerts:
LouisvilleMSD.org/OverflowAlert

For information about
MSD’s consent decree:
LouisvilleMSD.org/consent-decree
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River City Paddle Sports
RiverCityPaddleSports.wordpress.com

Waterfront Botanical Gardens
WaterfrontGardens.org

Water Quality Testing
LouisvilleMSD.org/WaterQuality
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